Cozies
In the Cozy, the body is often offstage; and most of the time, the author does
not explicitly describe death or any other violence. The sleuths are almost
always amateurs who have stumbled on a murder or crime that needs to be
solved. The sleuth is usually, but not always, a woman, who solves the
mystery through intuition and her knowledge of human nature. Small-town
settings and gossip are integral parts of these mysteries. Real forensic
evidence or police work has less to do with the solving of the crime then in
most mysteries, and more than likely the amateur sleuth annoys the police
even more than she may help them. In many cases, the protagonist’s
significant other is on the police force. Cozies feature eccentric characters, a
sense of community (small-town or enclosed communities like a college),
and more than likely a humorous tone with witty dialogue. Cozies are usually
fast-paced and shorter reads. Even the lightest of Cozies often offers a wry
look at human nature and some exploration of social ssues.

The following is a list of authors who fit into this category. It is not a
definitive list, and Cozies travel across other genre lines like the Culinary and
Pet mysteries.
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Cozies
Abbott, Jeff.

Daheim, Mary.

Hunter, Fred.

Albert, Susan Wittig.

Dams, Jeanne M.

Jacobs, Jonnie.

Atherton, Nancy.

DeLoach,Nora.

Kemelman, Harry.

Ballard, Mignon Franklin.

Dunn, Carola.

MacLeod, Charlotte.

Bannister, Jo.

Fowler, Earlene.

MacPherson, Rett.

Frommer, Sara Hoskinson.

Meier, Leslie.

George, Anne.

Meredith, D.R.

Granger, Ann.

Roberts, Gillian.

Graves, Sarah.

Woodworth, Deborah.

Grimes, Martha.

Wright, Eric.

Beaton, M.C.

Block, Lawrence.

Bowen, Rhys.

Braun, Lilian Jackson.

Brett, Simon.

Hall, Parnell.
Cannell, Dorothy.
Harris, Charlaine.
Christie, Agatha.
Harrison, Janis.
Cleeves, Ann.
Harris, Lee.
Comfort, B(arbara).
Hart, Carolyn G.
Craig, Alisa (Charlotte MacLeod).
Hess, Joan.
Crane, Hamilton (Heron Carvic).
Holt, Hazel.

